MINUTES OF PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP MEETING HELD AT THE LEEDS ROAD SURGERY ON THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2011
Present:
Malcolm Wailes (Chairman)

MW



Deborah Trantor(Secretary)

DT



 Ann Olesqui-Meadus


AOM




Brenda Sutcliffe



BS


 Jennifer Stacey (Huby Rep)

JS



 Andrew King (Practice Manager)
AK



Amanda Addyman(Spofforth Rep)             AA
Apologies:
Stephanie Vorce-Walker

SVW



Charles Whyte



CW

                             Ann Morris                                                    AM

1
Opening Statement

MW welcomed everyone to the meeting and especially to Amanda who has kindly agreed to be our Spofforth representative.    The PPG now has a good cross section of representatives which is local to the practice.  Moving forward, however, we still need more virtual residents to join the group.  Approx 60-100 people.  MW mentioned that Anna Hague would like to join the group but is very busy at the moment studying but would keep her involved via the minutes.
AK mentioned that Charles Whyte was unwell and was unlikely to attend any more meetings but would still like to continue to receive a copy of the minutes.

2
Minutes of last Meeting – 15th September 2011

Minutes of previous meeting were reviewed and accepted as a reflection of events.

3
Area Representative – Spofforth
Amanda assists local patients (particularly the elderly and disabled) in collecting their medication  and their other requirements following visits to the surgery in Spofforth and understands patients needs in this location.
4
Pharmacy Update

Application for 100 hr pharmacy on site at the surgery had been refused.  Appeal took place on 30th September 2011 but Highways Department refused stating that complaints had been received from  residents saying that it would cause problems to the traffic flow.  AK mentioned that the final appeal went in on the 18th November and a decision would be decided between now and mid February 2012.
Getting the pharmacy would assure security and investment for the practice for the next 10 years.

5
NICE Hypertension Guidelines – Update
Still awaiting a decision  from PCT with regards to funding.  Any patient who attends the surgery and has a blood pressure reading over 135/95 is classed as having Hypertension, which could be affected by White Coat Syndrome.  These machines called ambulatory Blood Pressure machines would be used by the patient at home and give a more accurate reading.  This would save the patient from having to return to the surgery to have their blood pressure read 

MW suggests that if the PCT funding is not available then the PPG could get involved in fundraising and maybe asking patients to donate £1.  These machines cost around £400 each.
6
Any Other Business
Health Checks
AK mentioned that letters were being sent out to all patients aged between 40-74 years of age, who don’t have Hypertension, diabetes, cardiovascular disease or kidney problems to come along to the surgery for a health check.  Involved in these health checks would be cardiovascular questions relating to family history and some blood tests to check cholesterol levels.
These health checks would be carried out over 5 years and would involve around 4,600 patients and last around 10 minutes.  The surgery are hoping to see around 465 patients by the 1st April 2012.  

The surgery feels that these health checks would primarily identify those people at high risk of developing heart disease, kidney disease or diabetes and could therefore receive treatment.
Dispensary Service

AK said that letters were being sent out to all dispensing patients who live within a 1.6km radius from the surgery which includes Pannal and Burn Bridge stating that the surgery will no longer be dispensing medicines after the 29th February 2012.  There would also be an article on this in the Christmas/New Year issue newsletter.  All patients after this date will have to collect their prescriptions from the surgery and go to the pharmacy themselves.  They could use the local pharmacies collect and delivery service.

The problems with this is that more people will now park outside the surgery or Tewit Well Road, walk to the pharmacy on Leeds Road leaving their vehicles for longer outside the surgery and causing more traffic problems which is why an on-site pharmacy would be ideal. 
Surgery Update

AK mentioned that the surgery was stable at the moment with Jo Burden off on Maternity Leave and that Dr Powell was working part time and coming back to full time work in the New Year.  Locums were working at the surgery at the moment.

AK mentioned that the surgery had hit their target for the flu jabs.  

MW said it would be beneficial if one of the doctors or another member of the Leeds Road team could attend one of the meetings to see how the group works and maybe talk about a particular subject.

7
Date of Next Meeting
               1st March 2012 at 18:30 hrs.

